FAQs NOCN Group Foundation

Question

Answer

When do | need to apply by?

By 15th December 2026, 23.59pm.

How do | apply?

Please log into:

https://nocn.grantplatform.com/

Will you be running another grant
programme?

We hope to run another innovation funding round in
the following academic year at a similar time, but will
be informed by the success/learnings from this round.

Who will be deciding on what
grants to accept?

The Foundation Committee is made up of some of our
Trustees and Charitable members. Full details can be
found on the Foundation microsite.

Are centre fees included as going
towards the minimum £1,000
purchase eligibility requirement?

No, centre fees are not included toward the £1,000
minimum purchase requirement for grant eligibility.

The £1,000 threshold is based on active spend on
NOCN products or services that directly support skills
delivery, not routine or administrative fees. This ensures
that grants go to centres that are actively investing in
learning, assessment, or training activity.

Are there any particular

ideas/ solutions that NOCN would
specifically like to see or are likely
to support via funding?

We are open to all ideas that tackle one or more of
our three themes. We don’t want to be prescriptive as
it is about your ideas.

We are particularly interested in proposals that are
targeted at assisting economically disadvantaged
groups under these three themes

We are generally looking for practical, actionable
solutions rather than purely theoretical ideas - things
that can make a real difference in skills development
and employment opportunities. This could be scaling-
up innovative approaches that you have already
found impactful or trialing new innovative approaches.



https://nocn.grantplatform.com/

Would other organisations, for
example learners 16-24+ SEN not
NEET be acceptable

At this stage, we would be looking at proposals that
meet the three themes. Although, we are open to
considering proposals that are pre-NEET, in terms of
reducing likelihood of becoming NEET.

Why is this dependant on spend
and not simply open to all NOCN
customers who have the best
ideas?

The grant is linked to a minimum £1,000 purchase
requirement over the last 12 months up to the end of
November because the Foundation needs to ensure
that the funding is supporting active centres who are
already engaged with NOCN products/services. This
approach:
e Helps us manage potential demand given the
volume of our customers.
e Helps make the grant programme financially
sustainable.
e Encourages centres to continue using NOCN
services while also innovating with additional
support.
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